What is claimed is: 

An operating device for an electrical device having a 
spherical operating element that is mounted to be 
^rotational about at least one axis, 

lerein means (30, 35) are provided for influencing the 
torque needed to rotate the spherical operating element 
(lo\ about the at least one axis (101) . 

The operating device as recited in Claim 1, 
whereirrvthe means for influencing the torque needed to 
rotate th^ spherical operating element are designed in 
the form oSE at least one plunger (30) , which is pressed 
•against theVspherical .operating . element (10) with a 
predef inableNf orce . 

The operating dVvice as recited in Claim 1, 
wherein the meansy for influencing the torque needed to 
rotate the sphericral operating element are produced in 
the form of at leas\l\one actuator (60, 61) , which, in 
response to a moven(am: of the spherical operating element 
(10) , generates a predef inable torque that counteracts 
the motion of the spher\cal operating element (10) . 

The operating device as recited in Claim 3, 
wherein the at least one acfciiator is produced in the form 
of an electromotor (60) having a corresponding activation 
(170) , a roll (61) , which is f idlctionally engaged with 
the spherical operating element ,\ being situated on the 
electromotor ' s shaft . 

The operating device as recited in c^e of the preceding 
claims, 

wherein increasing the torque needed t^ rotate the 
spherical operating element (10) rendersv it possible to 
block a rotation of the spherical operatiiog element about 
at least one of the at least one rotationaA axis (101). 
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6. Xrhe operating device as recited in one of the preceding 
ciLaims, 

whWein the spherical operating element (10) has a first 
parVial element (11) , which is able to be rotated about a 
f irsD^ axis (13), and a second partial element (12), which 
is abre to be rotated about a second axis (14) , and the 
second )axis (14) is essentially perpendicular to the 
first ax\s (13) . 

7. The operat^g device as recited in Claim 6, 

wherein the Virst partial element (11) is designed in the 
form of a sphe^re and the second partial element (12) as 
an at least approximate hemisphere that partially 
surrounds the frrst partial ^element (11) . 

8. The operating devioee as recited in one of the preceding 
claims for use as aV)0£Lnter control, 

wherein it is provideViAf or the torque needed to rotate 
the spherical operati^ig element (10) to be influenced 
such that the torque is Ninf luenced as a function of the 
position of pointer in a (context . 

9- The operating device for useVas a pointer control as 
recited in Claim 8, \ 

wherein the context is an at le^st one -dimensional 
selection list (menu) (200) , and yt is provided for the 
torque (205) needed to rotate the ^Bpherical operating 
element (10) to be influenced such ^^at moving the 
pointer toward the edge of the menu causes the torque to 
increase. \ 

10. The operating device for use as a pointeA control as 
recited in Claim 8 or 9, \ 
wherein at least one of the at least one rorational 
degrees of freedom of the spherical operating\element is 
able to be blocked as a function of the contexus- by 



NY01 440883 v 2 



20 



'rii irt! n {inft -tr.'MWiJ "'a'' fc: n loi "-ii ini "cnuii 



±ncreagT?aaa\ the torque (205) needed to rotate the 
spherical opfe^trating element (10) . 
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